
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost (10/10/2021) 

 Sickness and death is something that we all may have concert about.  Particularly a 

parent, like the ruler in Capharnum, who is worried for the illness of their child.  This parent was 

willing to do anything - including approaching a man, who he must have suspected was a wonder 

worker, looking for him to use his mysterious powers to help his son.  In the process of what 

happens, Jesus shows himself to be more than a wonder worker, more than a faith healer - he 

shows that He too is a ruler, one who does not just have a power to heal, but who has dominion 

over life and death itself. 

 Without going to the house, without engaging in some incantation designed to sway 

mysterious forces, without preforming a mystical ritual he simply - by an act of sheer will - heals 

the young man.  His power is so complete, so vast, so certain, that he does not need to be close to 

the one ailing, he does not even need to know what the ailment is.  By His unique power over 

death He simply wills that the man’s son not die.  We know that this points to Jesus’ power over 

life and death in another way.  Of course, He has dominion over the forces of illness that cause 

death (just look at this story and many other healing that Jesus does), but also He has a power 

over the effects of death.  He has a power over the effects that death brings - be they in the 

material world - by reversing the effects to the material body brought by death (just ask Lazarus, 

or the son of the window, or the little girl to whom he says Talitha cum) or the effects of death in 

the spiritual world (by rescuing humans from the spiritual death that would inevitably follow 

bodily death).  Bodily death is an event that separates us from our body, allows it to corrupt, and 

which casts the soul into a state where it is unable to connect with the one thing that has the 

capacity to satisfy it in the next life.  Jesus is only marginally concerned with stopping bodily 

death - that will come to all of us - His bigger mission is to provide, in his body, the bridge to 

union with God in heaven in order to provide an eternal life. 

 This is the fuller range of the power that He displays in healing this young man.  For God 

all things are possible, stopping death of a body, raising a dead body (even His own), and 

bestowing eternal life on a human soul.  Some people, however, have a difficult time accepting 

the reality of what God has revealed.  They do not want to believe that it is possible to fail to 

gain eternal life and to be stuck in the Hell of an eternal death.  People deny the realities of 



heaven and hell - which Jesus speaks of many times - and prefer to believe that passage to 

heaven is not related to reception of the sacraments and following the will of the Father. 

 Such a refusal to see the Justice, sensibleness, reasonableness, and logical necessity of 

God’s plan is not wise.  In the epistle today Paul says: Wherefore, become not unwise, but 

understanding what is the will of God.  The will of God is that all should share in the joys of 

eternal life, but it is unwise to think that we get to dictate how to get there.  God has laid it out 

for us in a way that is consistent with how we are constructed at our deepest level.  God created 

us, formed us, placed His image in us - God knows what we must do to achieve a favorable end.  

Suppose you had Diabetes and your doctor told you that if you do not change your diet you will 

fail to get well, remain sick and debilitated, and die of the illness.  This advise is based upon a 

knowledge of the way humans are constructed on a physical level.  To say: “I think that it is ok to 

have Snickers bars and chocolate cake for supper and that will have no effect on my health” 

would be unwise.  Because of how the human body is made such behavior will bring death 

whether you think it will or not.  Just so, our eternal souls are made in such a way that certain 

actions on our part will being health, others spiritual illness and death.  The Divine Physician has 

given the prescription - it would be foolish not to follow it.  The one who created the soul and 

knows intimately of its workings understands what brings life and health and what brings 

sickness and death. 

 Therefore, be wise.  It takes faith and perseverance to ignore the unwise rhetoric of the 

world that has captured so many.   I have recently been contacted by an individual who has cast 

aside the wisdom of the Lord and is absorbed in believing that he has the power over health of 

the soul, thinking he has the power to achieve happiness without the Lord.  Int his life he is more 

miserable than he imagines, and thinks that if he simply denies the realities of the next life they 

wont be there - this is like saying that if I deny gravity I’ll be ok jumping off the building.  

Following Jesus bring us to spiritual health and a greater peace in this life, and opens an eternal 

life in the next.  Do not allow the corruption of sin and unwise ways of the world bring with it 

the sickness of spiritual disease in this life and eventual spiritual death in the next.  Be willing to 

follow the prescription of Jesus without second guessing it, and be grateful that God has 

provided us with such a mercy so as to guide us on the road to eternal life.


